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GAISMA, KAS ATSPID TUMSIBA

“Jis esat pasaules gaiSums; pilséta, kas stav kalna, nevar bit apslepta. Sveci
iededzingjis, neviens to neliek zem pira, bet lukturi; tad ta spid visiem, kas ir nama.
Tapat lai jisu gaisma spid lauzu prieksa, ka tie ierauga jusu labos darbus un goda jisu
Tévu, kas ir debesis.” (Mt 5:14-16)

Milie draugi Jézu Krista!

Gaisma ir spécigaka par tumsu. Pat vismazaka gaismina atspid tumsiba. Macot saviem
sekotajiem par kristigo dzivi, Jézus teica: “Jis esat pasaules gaiSums.” Vins neteica: jus
busit, bet — jus esat. Katrs cilveks, kas tic uz Jézu Kristu, kas ir Vina bérns, ir gaisma. Jézus
par sevi teica: “ES ESMU pasaules gaisma; kas seko Man, tas patiesi nestaigas tumsiba,
bet tam buis dzivibas gaisma.” (Jn 8:12) Kas seko Kristum, nestaiga tumsiba, bet tam ir
dzivibas gaisma. Tas nozimeg, ka tas, kas Kristum netic, kas nav Vina, tas atrodas tumsiba.

Vairums cilvéku pasaulé dzivo tumsiba, jo vini nav Kristd. Tumsibas spéki ir manami



visur. Interesanti, ka tie, kas doma, ka ir loti
gudri un apgaismoti, isti nezina, ka bez
Dieva vini ir mulki un dzivo tumsiba. Vini to
nesaprot, jo vinu acis ir aptumsotas. Pavils
raksta: “Ja mdsu evandeélijs ir aizsegts, tad
tas ir aizsegts tiem, kas pazid, kuriem Sis
pasaules dievs ir apstulbojis neticigo sirdi,
ka tiem nespid Kristus godibas evangélija
gaisums, kas ir Dieva attéls. Jo mes
nesludinam pasi sevi, bet Kristu Jézu, To
Kungu, més pasi esam juasu kalpi, Jézus
satiti. Jo Dievs, kas ir sacijis, lai gaisma aust
no tumsibas, ir atspidéjis masu sirdis, lai
dotu Dieva godibas atzinas gaismu Kristus
vaigd. Bet més glabajam sSo mantu mala
traukos, lai spéka parpilniba bitu no Dieva
un ne no mums.” (2Kor 4:3-7)

Pavils raksta, ka pasaules dievs ir
apstulbojis neticigo sirdi, ka ta neredz
evangélija gaismu. Pasaules dievs, Satans,
dara visu, lai paturétu cilvekus tumsa. Vins
dara visu, lai cilvéki nesaredzétu Dieva
gaismu. Satans daudz laika velta Baznicai,
stradadams pie ta, lai tas gaisma nespidétu
spozi. Man kabata ir lukturitis. Tas spid
diezgan spozi, bet, ja to atskrGvétu un
iznemtu bateriju, gaismas vairs nebUtu. Kas
noticis ar daudzam baznicam, ar daudziem
kristieSiem, ka vinu baterijas ir iztukSotas
vai pilnigi iznemtas ara, lidz ar to gaisma
vairs nespid?

Kas ir $1s baterijas? Dievs Svétais Gars, kas
darbojas ieks, caur un zem Dieva Varda! Ja
palasam Apustulu darbu gramatu, redzam,
ka Baznica bija spéciga, tas gaisma spidéja
spoZi jo spozi. Tad bija liela palaviba uz
Dieva Varda, vini bija Sveta Gara vaditi
caurcaurém. Pamazam tas mainijas. Cilveki
saka atSkaidit Dieva Vardu un palauties uz
cilvéeku gudribam, un gaisma saka dzist.

Sodien ir Baznicas, kas nav nekas vairak k3
religiskas biedribas. Pasaules dievs
priecajas, jo, kur nespid gaisma, tur
tumsiba netiek apkarota. Kur nav spozas
gaismas, tur ir gréks, un ta nopietniba tiek
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samazinata. Pustumsa tu nesaredzi plekus
uz balta krekla, bet, uzspidot spozai
gaismai, tie izcelas.

Cilveks jutas erti tada kresla. Nav spozas
gaismas, bet nav ari pilnigas tumsas.
Sirdsapzina ir apmierinata, un var turpinat
dzivot pastaisniba un vienaldziba. To vélas
pasaules dievs. Bet patiesais Dievs vélas
kaut ko citu. Radisanas akta Dievs vispirms
radija gaismu.

Dievs ir gaismas Dievs. Kristus ir pasaules
gaisma, un Vins teica, ka tie, kas Vinam
seko, ir art pasaules gaiSums. Jézus teica:
“Lai jusu gaisma spid JauZu prieksa, ka tie
ierauga jusu labos darbus un goda jusu
Tévu, kas ir debest.”

Musu gaisma spidés, ja musu baterijas ir
iekS8a un ja tas ir kartigi uzladétas.
Galvenais veids, ka uzladét baterijas, ir
Dieva Varda lasiSana. Ir arkartigi svarigi to
darit katru dienu, lai Dievs Svétais Gars
darbojas iek$, caur un zem Dieva Varda. Ja
to nelasam, tad nav nekada labuma un
musu gaisma bus vaja.

Ja masu gaisma nespidés, tad visu parnems
tumsiba. Tapéc regulari lasiet Dieva Vardu!
Dieva Vards ir gaisma. “Tavs vards ir manu
kaju spideklis un gaisums uz maniem
celiem.” (Ps 109:105)

Dieva Vards ir ka lukturitis. Staigajot pa
tumsu, kaja var viegli aizkerties, cilveks var
paklupt un krist. Ja celu apgaismo, tad ir
daudz droSaka staigasana. Mums vajag
lietot Dieva Vardu ka lukturi. Laut, lai tas
apgaismo musu celu, lai rada mums, ka
dzivot svétigu dzivi, kas nes Dievam godu.

Dieva Vards ir gaisma visam dzives
vajadzibam. Taja atrodam atbildes visam
problémam. Dieva Vards ir gaiSums musu
celiem. Neviens neizvélétos braukt pa
neapgaismotu celu ar neieslégtiem masinas
prieksejiem lukturiem. Tas bitu ne tik vien
mulkigi, bet ari Joti bistami. Tikpat mulkigi
un vél bistamak ir censties dzivot bez Dieva



Varda gaismas. Tadéjadi tu vari sev izdarit
ne tikai lielu skadi, bet vari ar1 atrasties
galiga tumsa muaziba.

Dievs devis mums savu Vardu, lai mdsu
dzivé batu gaisma. Lietosim to!
Nenoraidisim Vina gaismu! Lasisim Vina
Vardu katru dienu, un, to darot, mdsu
baterijas vienmér bus labi uzladétas, un
muUsu gaisma spidés spoZi.

Ja esam kristieSi, tad musu dzivei vajadzétu
atspogulot Jézu Kristu. Mdasu dzivei
vajadzétu but labai un spécigai liecibai par
Dieva milestibu, par Vina patiesibu, un
Dieva milestibai vajadzétu plUst caur mums.

Gaisma ir pievilciga. Ja tumsa atspid
gaisma, ta pievelk. Mlsu dzivei vajadzétu
bat pievilcigai. Tai vajadzétu atskirties no
citu dzivém, nevis lai sevi izceltu, bet lai
godinatu Dievu. Musu dzivei vajadzétu but
pilnai ar labiem darbiem — ar gaismu. Bet
labi darbi mUs neglabs. Tikai Kristus asinis,
izlietas pie krusta, mus glabs, savukart labie
darbi godina Dievu. Labie darbi ir
gaisminas, kas atspid tumsa pasaulé un kas
liecina par Dieva labumu, par Dieva
milestibu, par Dieva Zélastibu.

“Bet més glabajam so mantu mala traukos,
lai spéka parpilniba biatu no Dieva un ne no
mums.” (2Kor 4:7) Més esam tikai trauks,
caur ko atspid Dieva gaisma. Tade| tikai
Dievam, nevis mums pienakas viss gods un
visa pateiciba. Sapratisim to. Nekas atrak
nedzesis musu gaismu ka iedomiba,
lepniba, sevis godinasana. Kur valda ““es”,
tur Svétais Gars aiziet un gaisma izdziest.

Lai mlUsu gaisma neizdziest! Lai ta spozi
spidétu, mums visur un vienmér jadod viss
gods Dievam. Mums jabut tadiem ka pirmie
kristieSi, kas varéja teikt: “Jo Vina meés
dzivojam un rosamies, un esam.” (Apd
17:28) Ja ta bls, misu gaisma spidés spozi
Dievam par godu un musu cilvékiem par
svétibu. Amen

Draudzes macitajs Colvin S.MacPherson
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SIDNEJAS EV.LUT.LATVIESU
DRAUDZES

Saviesiga pécpusdiena
Svéetdien, 13. julija, péc
dievkalpojuma, draudzes
nama,

30 Bridge Rd, Homebush.
Dievkalpojums plkst.10.00
Pusdienas: kapostu titeni
(vistokli) un debesmanna. Cena
$15.-

Péc pusdienam, draudzes
macitajs Colvin MacPherson
pastastis par savu Latvijas
apmekléjumu, kur piedalijas
Rigas Veca Sv. Gertrudes
draudzes
draudzu dienas.

Visi mili lagti.

Saimniece Brigita Kublipa




DIEVKALPOJUMI

SV. JANA BAZNICA—HOMBUSA
JULUA
Svetdien,6.plkst.10.00 — Lasitais
dievkalpojums
Svétdien,13.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakaréedienu. Péc dievkalpojuma
pusdienas un macitaja Latvijas celojuma
atstastijums. Skat atsevisko reklamu.
Svétdien,20.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéto Vakarédienu.
Svétdien,27.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.
AUGUSTA
Svétdien,3.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.
Svétdien,10.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.
Sveétdien,17.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.
Svétdien,24.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.
SEPTEMBRI
Svétdien,7.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.
Svétdien,14.plkst.11.00 - Plaujas svétku
dievkalpojums ar Svéto Vakarédienu. Péc
dievkalpojuma Plaujas sveétku sarikojums.
Svétdien,21.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.
Svétdien,28.plkst.10.00 - Dievkalpojums ar
Svéeto Vakarédienu.
DEZURAS DIEVKALPOJUMOS

JOLUA

Svétdien,b6. |.Birze
Svétdien,13. J.Rimanis
Svéetdien,20. U.Hagens
Svéetdien,28. l.Liepin$
AUGUSTA

Svétdien,3. A.Kristovskis

Svétdien,10. J.Turmanis
Svéetdien,17. J.Trumpmanis
Svétdien,24. |.Birze
SEPTEMBRI

Svétdien,7. J.Rimanis
Svéetdien,14. U.Hagens
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Svétdien,21.
Svétdien,28.

I.Liepin$
A.Kristovskis

ALTARA DEKORESANA DIEVKALPOJUMOS

JOLUA
Svétdien,b6.

Svétdien,13.
Svétdien,20.
Svétdien,28.

AUGUSTA
Svétdien,3.

Svétdien,10.
Svétdien,17.
Svétdien,24.

SEPTEMBRI
Svétdien,7.

Svétdien,14.
Svétdien,21.
Svétdien,28.

T.Koskina/V.Parcell
A.Hickey/L.MacPherson
I.Macéna/l.Upite
B.Liberta/R.Hagena

R.Pliksa/L.Vilcina
A.Medne/S.Graudina
L.MacPherson
M.Timermane/A.Zodina

T.Koskina/V.Parcell
S.Fraser/A.Zids
B.Liberta/R.Hagena
L.MacPherson

DIEVKALPOJUMS VOLLONGONGA
Svetdien, 20.julija, plkst.14.00 -
Dievkalpojums ar Svéto Vakarédienu.

Janis Zods
Anna Paupe

Helmut Muller

Aino Kallas

Arnolds Muzikants
Olgerts Zemitis

llga Nemme

MACITAJA ZINAS

NO MUMS SKIRUSIES

+26/04/14 83
+29/04/14
+09/05/14 85
+20/05/14 87
+23/05/14 100
+30/05/14 89
+13/06/14 76

Erika Jaunalksnis +15/06/14 91
Kristus saka: “Mieru Es jums atstaju, Savu
mieru Es jums dodu; ne ka pasaule dod, Es
jums dodu. Jusu sirdis lai neiztriikstas un
neizbistas. .”

Draudzes macitdjs bus Latvijas
apmekléjuma no 26.janija lidz 8.julijam.
Steidzigos gadijumos lidzu zvanit
draudzes prieksniekam. Tel. 9918 2306
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DRAUDZES DZIVE BILDES
Draudzes 65 gadu jubilejas dievkalpojums

Draudzes ansamblis

SLVK

(Ojara Grestes uznémumi)



Sidnejas ev. lut. latviesu
draudzei 65
Dievkalpojums un mielasts

Svéetdien, 2014. gada 4. maija Sidnejas
ev. lut. IlatvieSu draudze atziméja 65
pastavésSanas gadus ar svinigu

dievkalpojumu un péc tam ar
mielastu draudzes nama.

bagatu

Dievkalpojumu vadija draudzes macitajs
Kolvins Makfersons (Colvin Macpherson).
Savam spredikim macitaja bija izvélgjies
tému sals. ,Pardomas par sali ir dala no
Jézus kalna spredika. Vin$ tikko izsacijis
svétibas vardus, noradot uz kristigo cilveka
Ipasibam, un tad saka Jds esat zemes sals;
bet, ja sals nederiga, ar ko tad salis? Ta
neder vairs nekam, ka vien ara izmetama un
Jlaudim saminama (Mat.ev.5:13)... Salij ir
divas galvenas funkcijas musu dzivé: meés
izmantojam sali, lai pasargatu édienu no
bojasanas un to ari lietojam, lai dotu garsu
savam édienam. Vairums teologi un
komentatori uzskata, ka tas ir, ko Jézus ari
domaja, ka Vins$ teica saviem sekotajiem —
Jis esat zemes sals. ...Sodien misu draudzes
jubileja  pateiksimies Dievam par 65
nokalpotiem gadiem un apnemsimies katrs
sava sirdi cieSi un tieSi turéties pie Dieva caur
Vina Délu Jézu Kristu. Atgadinasim sev, ka
bez Vina nekas nav un nebus. Turésimies pie
Vina ka zars pie vina koka un nesisim daudz
auglu Vina valstibai. Bisim sals, kas aptur
boja eju, un kas dod dzivei garsu.”

Dievkalpojumu kuplinaja Draudzes ansamblis
ar ¢etram dziesmam — Tas Kungs ir mans
Gans, Sava Gara straumes liesu, Vadi Kungs
un 139. David dziesma. Sidnejas LatvieSu viru
koris piedaljas ar piecam dziesmam -
Dievam slava, Dieva vareniba, Pacel galvu,
balta mat', Zibsni zvaigznes aiz Daugavas un
Aleluja — Dainas Jaunbérzinas vadiba un ar
DZiahuijas Rongas (Jiahui Rong) klavieru
pavadijumu.
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Pec dievkalpojuma draudze pulcéjas
draudzes nama, kur Damu kopa Tamaras
Koskinas vadiba bija sagatavojusas greznu un
bagatu mielastu. Varéja izveléties cukas
cepeti ar skabiem kapostiem, vai ar galu
pilditas pankikas un buljonu. Un pie kafijas
un téjas varéja iegadaties daudz un dazadas
gardas smalkmaizites un tortes. Paldies
damam!

Protams, bija ari vairakas loterijas, kuras
piedavaja dazadus gardumus — salitu lasi,
Zavetas foreles, sierus, vinus un arl citas
vertigas lietas.

Péc mielasta macitajs pastastija par
draudzes vésturi. Draudze iesaka darbibu
1949. gada, kad neliela saujina Otras
pasaules kara béglu noléma dibinaties ka
draudze, lai varétu uznemt Dieva vardu sava
dzimtaja valoda. Draudzi dibinaja ta gada
20. maija péc dievkalpojuma, ko noturé€ja
macitajs Bugis. Draudzes pirmais macitajs
bija Janis Krauklis.

Pirma jaunatnes iesvéte draudzé notika
1950. gada 2. aprili. Tika iesveétiti 14 jauniesi,
no kuriem vél arvien aktivi kalpo Karina
Baumane.

1962. gada draudzes ipasumu Redferna
pardeva par $9 000 un nopirka tagadgjo
baznicas zemi kopa ar maju par $10 600. Ar
draudzes ziedojumiem saka celt baznicu un
1967. gada ielika baznicai pamatakmeni.
Baznicas arhitekti bija Arnis Karklin§ un
Aivars Drézin$ (aizgaja mazZiba 2011. gada).
Draudzes dievhamu iesvétija 1968. gada
10. novembri pravests Grosbachs kopa ar
mac. J. Kraukla un mac. V. Voitkusa
lTdzdalibu. lesvétiSanas dievkalpojuma
piedalijas Sidnejas Latviesu viru koris, kuram
kops$ ta laika pastav tuvas saites ar draudzi.
leejas durvis jaunajai baznicai noziedoja
galdnieks Janis Macéns, kurs vél joprojam ir
aktivs draudzes loceklis. Draudzes namam
ielika pamatakmeni 1972. gada un to
iesvétija 1974. gada.



Liela maina notika 1987. gada, kad
mac. Janis Krauklis aizgaja pensija un
draudzes macitaja darbu parnéma Kolvins
Makfersons. Draudzes loceklu skaits
1967. gada bija 1524. Sodien locek]u skaits ir
302.

Draudzes macitaju Kolvinu Makfersonu un
priekSnieku  Eigitu Timermani apsveica
Lauma un Juris Reinfeldi no Volongongas
Latvie$u ev. lut. draudzes; Ivars Seibelis no
Sidnejas LatvieSu biedribas; Daina
Jaunbeérzina no Sidnejas LatvieSu viru kora
un Inara Graudina no Okupacijas muzeja.
I. Graudina pateicas par naudu, kas laiku pa
laikam ir nakusi no draudzes kolektes
Okupacijas muzeja darbam.

Lauma Reinfelde nesa ari 1pasus sveicienus
no Volongongas draudzes priekSnieka Arta
Medena, kas nereti ir bijis viesis Sidnejas
draudzes vidd. Abam draudzém ir kopéjs
macitajs un kopéja érgelniece. L. Reinfelde
veltija ziedus visai draudzei, bet ziedi paSi
tika nodoti ,tam mazam brinuma lodzinam
aizmuguré (zales virtuvé) no kura tik daudz
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laba nak.”

Daina Jaunbérzina sava uzruna uzsvéra, ka
,Sidnejas ev. lut. LatvieSu draudze ir viena
no latvieSu sabiedribas pamatiem, kuri tika
noliki 65 gadus atpakal. Novélu draudzei
augt un turpinat macitaja Krauk|a iesakto
darbu veél ilgus gadus un smelt spéku un
izturibu no sava draudzes gana un no Dieva
varda.”

Draudzes priekSnieks E. Timermanis pateicas
par izteiktiem sveicieniem, pateicas
draudzei, ka bija atnakusi svinét So jubileju
tik kupla skaita, un it sevisku pateicibu
izteica Damu kopai par rosigo darbu
sagadajot tik briniSkigu mielastu.
Dievkalpojuma himnas uz érgeléem pavadija
Inara Gedgova. Mielasta muziku spéléja un
kopdziesmas pavadija Imants Licis, spéléjot
elektroniskas érgeles.

Ojars Greste

Foto: Draudzes arhitekts Arnis Karklins

Ojara Grestes uznémums




Sals

“Jus esat zemes sals; bet, ja sals nederiga,
ar ko tad salis? Ta neder vairs nekam, ka
vien ara izmetama un Jaudim
saminama.” (Mt 5:13)

Milie draugi Jezu Krista,

Lausim, lai Sie Jézus vardi draudzes jubileja
atgadina masu uzdevumu un mudina mas uz
vél lielakam lietam, lai batu ta, ka masu
pédejie darbi ir lielaki neka misu pirmie.

Kalna sprediki Jézus, izsacijis svétibas vardus
un noradot uz kristiga cilvéka Tpasibam, saka:
“IGs esat zemes sals.” Sie vardi teikti tiem,
kas uz Vinu tic, kas Vinam pieder, respektivi,
visi kristieSi ir zemes sals.

Jézus, lai macitu cilvékus, lietoja |oti
vienkarsu valodu un ilustracijas no dzives.
Vina laika sals bija Joti vertigs un ari |oti
nozimigs cilvéku dzivé. Sals bija tik vertigs, ka
daudzi romiesu karaviri labprat sanéma algu
attieciga sals daudzuma, nevis nauda.

Salim masu dzive ir divas galvenas funkcijas:
meés to izmantojam, lai pasargatu édienu no
bojasanas, ka ari lietojam, lai édienam dotu
garSu. Vairums teologu un komentatoru
uzskata, ka tieSi to domaja Jézus, sakot
saviem sekotajiem: jus esat zemes sals.

Sals pasarga édienu no bojasanas

Senos laikos cilveki iesalifja galu, jo nebija
ledusskapju. lesalita gala glabajas ilgi, jo sals
nelava tai bojaties.

Pasaule, kura dzivojam, iet boja. Tas nav
nekas jauns, tacu Sis process ir |oti
paatrinajies, iespéjams, tapec ka Baznicas
vairs nepilda Dieva doto uzdevumu.

Neilgi péc Adama un levas krianas visa
pasaule bija atkapusies no Dieva, iznemot
vienu cilvéku, kas bija dievbijigs, — tas bija
Noa. “Bet zeme bija samaitata Dieva prieksa
un pilna varas darbu.” (1Moz 6:11) Gréks un
cilveku nepaklausiba Dievam samaitaja zemi.
Tade| Dievs noléma visu iznicinat ar plidiem
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un sakt visu no jauna ar vienu gimeni — Noas
gimeni.

Nebija ilgi jagaida, kad korupcija atkal lénam
parnéma pasauli. Probléma tam visam ir
iedzimtais gréks. Kop$ Adams sacélas pret
Dievu un Vinam nepaklausija, cilvéka dabiga
tendence ir grékot. Dievs saka: “Cilvéka sirds

tieksmes ir Jaunas no mazém
dienam...” (1Moz 8:21) wun “Sirds ir
Jaunpratigi  lokana  pret visu, ta ir

viltiga.” (Jer 17:9) Ir vél daudz tekstu, kas
apstiprina, ka cilveéka dabiga tendence ir uz
Jaunu, nevis uz labu. Tapéc cilvéks nevar pats
sevi izglabt un apstadinat savu bojaeju.
Sekularais humanisms nedarbojas.

Dievs, bldams Zélastibas un milestibas
Dievs, deva mums atrisinajumu. Vin$ deva
mums savu Délu Jézu Kristu: “Jo tik Joti Dievs
pasauli  miléjis, ka Vins devis Savu
vienpiedzimuso Délu, lai neviens, kas Vinam
tic, nepazustu, bet dabutu mazZigo dzivibu, jo
Dievs Savu Délu nav sutijis pasaulé, lai Tas
pasauli tiesatu, bet lai pasaule caur Vinu
tiktu glabta. Kas tic Vinam, netiek tiesats,
bet, kas netic, ir jau spriedumu dabdjis, tapéc
ka nav ticéjis Dieva vienpiedzimusa Déla
Vardam.” (Jn 3:16-18)

Dievs mus tik Joti ir milejis, ka davajis
piedoSanu caur savu Délu. Jézus panéma
musu sodu, mira midsu vieta, vietnieciska
nave, lai més varétu but jauni cilveki. Pavils
raksta: “Tadeél, ja kas ir Kristd, tas ir jauns
radijums; kas bijis, ir pagajis, redzi, viss ir
tapis jauns.” (2Kor 5:17)

Kad ticam uz Jézu Kristu un kad, savus grékus
nozélodami, Vinu apliecinam par savu Kungu
un Pestitaju, tad no ta briza esam jauns
radijjums. Meés, lietojot Jézus vardus,
piedzimstam no augSienes. No ta briza meés
esam zemes sals! Muasu uzdevums ir 3o
Evangélija vesti, So PestiSanas vésti nest
visiem cilvékiem.

Pirms debesbrauk$anas Jézus sacija vardus,
kas ir musu darba rikojums: “Un Jezus
piegdja pie tiem un uzrundja tos, sacidams:



“Man ir dota visa vara debesis un virs zemes.
Tapéc eita un darait par macekliem visas
tautas, tas kristidami Téva, Déla un Svéta
Gara Varda, tas macidami turét visu, ko Es
jums esmu pavéléjis. Un redzi, Es esmu pie
jums ik dienas lidz pasaules galam.”” (Mt
28:18-20)

Pirms 65 gadiem tika dibinata mdsu draudze,
lai pilditu Sos Jézus vardus. Dieva Zélastibas
vaditi, Vina klatbadtnes svétiti esam to
darijusi un turpinasim darit. Bez draudzes,
bez Baznicas meés ietu boja. Draudzes
uzdevums bija, ir un bus — sludinat Jézu
Kristu. Sludinot Jézu Kristu, daloties ar Vina
milestibu, més izkaisam sali, kas aptur boja
ieSanu. Kur Sis sals nav, tur vairojas
korupcija. Ja sabiedriba nepazist Dievu un
neisteno dievbijibu, tad Jaunums strauji
vairojas. Sapratisim to, cik liela nozime
draudzei ir masu sabiedriba. Tatad — sals
aptur boja ieSanu!

Sals dod edienam labaku garsu

Pieméram, olas baltums pats par sevi nav
seviski garsigs. Bet, ja tam uzkaisa sali, tad
pavisam cita lieta! Tad to var ést ar baudu.
Dzive bez Jézus Kristus ir dzive bez garSas. Ta
ir tukSa un nenozimiga. Ta raksturojama ar
vardu “nieciga” vai, ka rakstits jaunaja
Bibeles tulkojuma, — “tuksiba”.

Salamans raksta: “Tuksibu tuksSiba, saka
macitajs, tukSibu  tuksiba viss ir
tuksiba.” (Mac 1:2) 12 nodalas vins apraksta
savu dzives pieredzi un secina, ka bez
dievbijibas, bez ticibas Dievam viss ir tuksiba.
Salamans ir sapratis: “Bisties Dieva un ievéero
Vina bauslus, jo tas ir viss, kas cilvékam
jadara.” (Mac 12:13)

Bisties Dieva un ievéro Vina baus|us — dzivo
péc Vina Svéta Varda. To darot, dzive ir sals,
ir garsa, ir nozime, un ta nav vairs tuksibu
tuksiba. Jézus to izteica ar Sadiem vardiem:
“ES ESMU durvis. Ja kads caur Mani ieiet, tas
tiks izglabts; vins ieies un izies un atradis
ganibas.  Zaglis nak vienigi, lai zagtu,
nokautu un nomaitatu. Es esmu ndcis, lai
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tiem batu dziviba un parpilniba.” (Jn 10:9-
10)

Kad esam Kristl, tad mums ir dziviba un
parpilniba. Ja neesam Vina, tad masu dzive ir
paklauta satanam, kas zog, nokauj un
nomaita.

Meés ka latviesi labi zinam, ka zaglis strada.
Komunisms noliedza Dievu, un rezultats —
zagSana, nokausana, nomaitasana. Tas ir
tikai viens piemérs. Vispar dzive bez Kristus
ir paklauta iznicibai. Tapéc ir tik svarigi, ka
musu sals ir vienmer salits.

Jézus teica: “Jds esat zemes sals; bet, ja sals
nederiga, ar ko tad salis? Ta neder vairs
nekam, ka vien ara izmetama un Jaudim
saminama.” Tas ir bridinajums mums ka
draudzei vienmér likot, ka nezaudéjam savu
saligumu. Nedrikstam atSkaidit Dieva Varda
patiesibu, nedrikstam pielaut kompromisus,
nedrikstam atkapties no Dieva neviena
jautajuma, jo, to darot, varam klit nederigi.
Diemzel tas noticis ar lielu dalu no
kristigajam Baznicam, tapéc ari pasaule
Jaunums strauji vairojas. Daudzas Baznicas
vairs nesludina Dieva Vardu, un sals ir
atSkaidits.

Draudzes jubileja pateiksimies Dievam par
65 nokalpotajiem gadiem un apnemsimies
katrs sava sirdi cieSi un tieSi turéties pie
Dieva caur Vina Délu Jezu Kristu.
Atgadinasim sev, ka bez Vina nekas nav un
nebus. Turésimies pie Vina ka zars pie vina
koka un nesisim daudz auglu Vina valstibai.
Busim sals, kas aptur bojaeju un kas dod
dzivei garsu.

Lai Dievs mums palidz Vinu godinat visas
lietas un visas vietas.

Amen.

Macitajs Colvin S. MacPherson



LIGHT THAT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS

“You are the light of the world. A city set
on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all
who are in the house. Let your light shine
before men in such a way that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father
who is in heaven.”Matthew 5:14-16).

Beloved in The Lord,

Light is more powerful than darkness. The
tiniest of light can be seen in a dark room.
Teaching His disciples about the Christian
life, Jesus said to them: “ You are the light of
the world.” He didn’t say you will be, you
may be, no, He said you are. Every single
believer in Jesus is a light in this world.

Jesus taught about Himself: “1 am the Light
of the world; he who follows Me will not
walk in the darkness, but will have the Light
of life”(John 8:12)

The one who follows Jesus, does not live in
darkness, but has the light of life. This also
means then that the opposite is also true.
The one who does not live in Jesus, is walk-
ing in the darkness. The majority of people
in the world are walking in the darkness, be-
cause they do not believe in Jesus Christ. We
see this darkness all around us. It is interest-
ing that the very people who profess to be
enlightened are in fact in the dark. They do
not know that without God they are fools.
They do not see this because the darkness
has veiled the truth.

Paul wrote: “And even if our gospel is
veiled, it is veiled to those who are perish-
ing, in whose case the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that
they might not see the light of the gospel of
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
For we do not preach ourselves but Christ
Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-
servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said,
“Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the
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One who has shone in our hearts to give the
Light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Christ.

But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of
the power will be of God and not from
ourselves” (2.Cor.4:3-7).

Paul clearly tells us that the god of this world
— Satan - has blinded the minds of the
unbelieving, that they do not see the light of
the Gospel. The god of this world is doing
everything in his power to keep people in
the dark. He does all that he can to veil the
truth of God’s Word.

Satan devotes a lot of time and energy to
the Church; he is working day and night to
make sure that the light of the Church is
dim, and if he can, to make it go out
altogether. | have here in my hand a torch. It
is quite effective, the light is bright.
However, if | unscrew it and take out the
batteries, then the light no longer shines.
This is what has happened to many churches
and congregations today. This is happening
in the lives of so many who profess to be
“Christian”. The batteries are empty or taken
out and the light no longer shines because
the power source is gone.

What do the batteries represent? What is
the power source? God The Holy Spirit, the
third person of the Godhead. The Holy Spirit
works in, through and under God’s Word -
The Bible. If we read the Book of Acts we
soon discover that the early Church was a
powerful Church whose light was shining
brightly. That was because there was total
reliance upon God’s Word and the leading of
The Holy Spirit.

Slowly things began to change. People began
to water down God’s Word and began to
rely upon human wisdom and power rather
than on The Holy Spirit. The light began to
dim.

Today there are many Churches that are not
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worthy to bear the name Christian. They are
little more than social clubs that pay lip
service to God and His Word. The god of this
world is happy. Where the light of God does
not shine, the darkness prevails. Where the
light is not shining God’s Word s
compromised, sin is winked upon and the
seriousness of sin and judgement is laughed
at. In poor light you do not see the stains on
your shirt. Shine a bright light on it and it
becomes so very obvious.

People like the dim light. They like twilight -
living in the dusk when it is neither light nor
dark. The conscience is eased and the heart
is deceived into thinking everything is ok
because God is love. They go on living in
their self righteousness and indifference.
This is what Satan wants.

This is not what God wants. When He
created the world, the first act of creation
was to bring light into being. Light was
created on day 1. God is a God of light.
Christ Jesus is the light of the world, and He
said that those who follow Him are also
lights of the world.

Jesus said: “Let your light shine before men
in such a way that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father who is in
heaven”(Mt.5:16).

Our light will only shine if the batteries are in
place and if they are fully charged. The main
way we charge them is by reading God’s
Word - The Bible. We need to do this every
single day. | already said that God The Holy
Spirit works in, through and under God’s
Word. If we do not read God’s Word and ap-
ply it to our lives, then our light will be dim.
If our light is dim, darkness will prevail. This
is why | remind you, urge you regularly to
read God’s Word daily.

God’s Word is light. We read in Psalm
119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet
And a light to my path.”

God’s Word is like my torch here. If | am
walking in the dark, | can easily trip over an
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unseen obstacle. If, however | use this torch
it illuminates my path and | can see what lies
ahead. Walking becomes a whole lot more
pleasant and also safer.

We need to use God’s Word like a torch.
Allow it to illuminate our pathway, allow
God to show us how to walk, where to walk,
when to walk. Then we will live a blessed life
that honours Him.

God’s Word is a light in every situation and
time of life. There are answers to all of our
problems and needs. His Word is a light to
our path. None of us in our right mind would
drive down a dark road at night without
switching on the headlights in our car. That
would be plain stupidity, and also very
dangerous.

It is just as stupid and dangerous to drive
through life without the Word of God
shining ahead of us. Not only can you hurt
yourself and stray off the path in this life,
you can end up in total darkness in eternity.

God gives us His Word, so that we may have
light. We need to use it, and not reject it. Let
us read His Word everyday and as we do we
will find that our batteries are fully charged
and that our light shines brightly.

If we are truly Christians than our life should
be reflecting Jesus. Our life should be a
strong and powerful witness to God’s love
and His truth. God’s light should be glowing
in us and emanating from us.

Light is attractive. It has a certain
magnetism. Where there is darkness, but
then some light appears, we are naturally
drawn to it. Our life should have this sort of
magnetism that attracts people to God. Our
lives should be different to those who do not
have Jesus Christ in their hearts. We should
be different, not to draw attention to
ourselves, but to point to Christ Jesus, to
bring glory and honour to God. Listen again
to what Jesus said:
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“You are the light of the world. A city set on
a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all
who are in the house. Let your light shine
before men in such a way that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father
who is in heaven.”Matthew 5:14-16).

Our lives should be full of good works, full of
light. Good works do not save us, only the
blood of Jesus saves us — but good works
bring glory to God. Good works are lights
that shine in a dark world, and that testify to
God’s presence, to His love and goodness,
and His amazing grace.

| quoted this passage from Paul earlier, but
would like to just draw out one point: “But
we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so
that the surpassing greatness of the power
will be of God and not from
ourselves”(2.Cor.4:7).

You see we are just the vessel, through
which the light of God shines. That is why
absolutely all the glory goes to God and
none to us. All the praise and thanksgiving
goes to Him alone. Please understand this.
Nothing will dim our light quicker than pride.
God hates pride. When we become proud
and our ego puffs up, God The Holy Spirit
moves away into the background and the
light grows dim and goes out.

So that our light would neither dim nor go
out, but that it may shine brightly all the
time, we need to give God all the glory all
the time. It is that simple.

We need to be like the early Christians who
said: “in Him we live and move and ex-
ist” (Acts 17:28).

That being the case, your light will shine
brightly and God will be glorified and people
will be blessed.

Amen.
Pastor Colvin S. MacPherson
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SALT

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the
salt has become tasteless, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good for
anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled under foot by men”( Mt. 5:13).

Beloved in The Lord,

Today, on this the 65" Anniversary of our
Congregation, may these words of Jesus
from His Sermon on The Mount speak to us
afresh, and remind us of our purpose. May
these words inspire us to strive to grow in
Him, and to do even more for His Kingdom.
May our final works be greater than our
first.

Our text today is a continuation of Jesus’s
Sermon on The Mount. Jesus had just
delivered the Beatitudes — the words of
blessing which describe the Christian life and
He then said that those who believe on Him
are the salt of the earth. These words refer
to those who believe in Jesus, who are His
children. Jesus is saying that all true
Christians are the salt of the earth.

Jesus always used very simple language
when teaching and He used examples and
illustrations from everyday life. In Jesus’s
time, His reference to salt was understood
by His listeners. In those days salt was very
precious and very important. Salt was so
valuable that many Roman soldiers asked to
be paid in salt instead of money.

Salt has two main functions; to preserve, or
slow decay and to give flavour. Most
commentators and theologians believe that
Jesus had both these purposes in mind when
He said that His followers were the salt of
the earth. Let us consider the two ways in
which salt can be used and see how they
apply to us today.

Firstly salt is a preservative. Before modern
refrigeration, salt was widely used to
preserve food, especially meat. The only real
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way to effectively preserve meat was to salt
it.

One of the main functions of the Christian
Church is to preserve. Preserve the Truth,
maintain ethics and good moral standards.
The world that we live in is decaying. It is
becoming more and more corrupt with
every day. It seems to me that the process of
corruption has dramatically accelerated in
the last 30-40 years. | believe that one major
factor is that the Church has lost its
saltiness. The Church is no longer fulfilling its
God given purpose.

It was not long after the fall of Adam and
Eve, that man became totally corrupt, and
there was only one righteous man on the
face of the earth and that was Noah. We
read in Genesis 6:11: “Now the earth was
corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth
was filled with violence.”

It was sin, man’s rebellion against Almighty
God that caused this corruption. That is why
God decided to wipe out every living thing
with a flood, with the exception of Noah and
his wife and their three sons and their wives.

It did not take long, however, before the
next generations were again corrupted. The
process of corruption continued. The prob-
lem was, and still is today, what is called
original sin. Everyone is born with this and
every man by nature is a rebel. Mans natural
inclination, is to pull away from God - the
natural man rebels against God. The natural
man has a bent toward sin.

God says: “the intent of man’s heart is evil
from his youth;” (Gen.8:21) Again we read:
“The heart is more deceitful than all else
And is desperately sick; Who can under-
stand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).

| could quote numerous passages from the
Bible that state this truth, that natural man
is evil and not good. This is why man cannot
save himself. This is why secular humanism
is a failure. A person left to his own devices
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cannot halt corruption. God, being a God of
mercy and grace and love gave us a solution,
He gave us His Son Jesus Christ. The Good
News is stated by Jesus Himself:

“For God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him shall not perish, but have eter-
nal life. For God did not send the Son into
the world to judge the world, but that the
world might be saved through Him. He who
believes in Him is not judged; he who does
not believe has been judged already, be-
cause he has not believed in the name of
the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:16-
18).

God so loved us that He forgives us through
Jesus’s shed blood. Jesus took our punish-
ment, He died in our place, He died a substi-
tutionary death, so that we may be a new
creature. Paul writes: “Therefore if anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old
things passed away; behold, new things
have come” (2 Cor.5:17).

When we believe on Jesus, when we confess
our sin, and acknowledge Jesus as Lord and
Saviour, then from that moment onwards
we are a new creature. To use Jesus’s words
— we are born again. We are born from
above. From that moment on we are the salt
of the earth. Our mission in life is to share
this Good News about Jesus with everyone.
Shortly before His Ascension, Jesus said
these words which are also our commission:
“All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to ob-
serve all that | commanded you; and lo, |
am with you always, even to the end of the
age”(Matthew 28:18-20).

Our Congregation was founded 65 years ago
to fulfill this command of our Lord. By His
grace and with His blessing we have been
preaching the Good News for 65 years and
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we will continue to do so as long as He wills
us to. Without the Church, without our con-
gregation, we would be lost. The congrega-
tion’s function has been ,and continues to
be, to preach Christ Jesus as Lord.

When we preach Christ, when we share His
love with others we are sprinkling salt in the
community. This salt acts as a preservative
against corruption. where the salt is not
sprinkled the rate of corruption increases.
Take away God, take away His Holy Word
from society and corruption escalates.
Please understand the vital role of the
Church in society, in our society.

So then salt preserves against corruption.

The second function of salt is to give flavour,
to add taste. We know for example that an
egg white is fairly tasteless and bland. Add a
little salt and it is a different story alto-
gether.

Life without Jesus is tasteless. It is empty
and useless and meaningless. It can be best
described as vain. Solomon wrote: “Vanity
of vanities,” says the Preacher, “Vanity of
vanities! All is vanity”. (Eccles.1:2)

Solomon dedicates 12 chapters to describing
his life and experience and he comes to the
conclusion that without faith in God, life is
worthless and futile. Without the fear of
God, there is no purpose to life. It is indeed
lived totally in vain and is empty. He comes
to this conclusion: fear God and keep His
commandments, because this applies to
every person” (Eccles.12:13).

Fear God and keep His commandments, that
is, live according to God’s Holy Word. When
you do your life has salt, your life is salt.
Your life has a meaning and purpose, and
you never have to say : “Vanity of vanities, it
is all vanity!” Jesus put it this way: “I am the
door; if anyone enters through Me, he will
be saved, and will go in and out and find
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and-
kill and destroy; | came that they may have
life, and have it abundantly”(John 10:9-10).
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When we are in Christ we have life and we
have it abundantly. If we are not in Christ
then our life is subject to Satan and he is a
thief who steals, kills and destroys. As Latvi-
ans, we know only too well, how this thief
works. Communism denies God and the re-
sults were and are devastating. There is
stealing, killing and destroying. This is just
one example. Life without Christ is a life that
is headed for total destruction here and
eternally.

This is why it is so important that our salt
does not lose its saltiness. Jesus said: “You
are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has
become tasteless, how can it be made salty
again? It is no longer good for anything,
except to be thrown out and trampled un-
der foot by men”(Matthew 5:13).

This is a warning to us as a congregation to
always be aware, and to ensure that our salt
does not lose its flavour. We must never
water down God’s Word. We must never
compromise the truth. We must never back
down from upholding the authority of God’s
Word in all things. If we ever do we will lose
our saltiness.

Sadly, this is what had happened to so many
Churches and why corruption is on the rise.
Many Churches no longer confess “Sola
Scriptura” that is, God’s Word alone, and so
their salt has lost its effectiveness.

Today on our 65" Anniversary we thank God
for 65 years of serving Him. May we resolve
in our hearts to remain wholly faithful to
Him through faith in Jesus Christ. Let us
constantly remind ourselves that without
Him we can do nothing. We shall remain in
Him as a branch is attached to the vine and
may we bear much fruit for His Kingdom.
May we be salt that preserves and that gives
flavour to life.

May God help us to bring Him glory in all
things and in all places. Amen.

Pastor Colvin S.MacPherson
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DRAUDZES DZIVE BILDES

Draudzes 65 gadu jubilejas sarikojums
(Ojara Grestes uznémumi)
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SVARIGI DATUMI

Svetdien, 13.julija - Saviesiga pécpusdiena

Svétdien, 14. septembri - Plaujas Svéetki.

Svétdien,19.oktobri - Kapu Svéetki.

Svétdien, 24.novembri - Miruso Pieminas diena

Svétdien, 30.novembri — 1.Adventes svétdiena - Garigs koncerts.

ApbediSanas lietas.

Draudze iesaka un lieto Trevor Lee and Son. Vinus var sasniegt katra laika zvanot:

(02) 9746 2949

Draudzes izdotas gramatas var iegadaties pie draudzes gramatgalda.
Pravesta Colvin MacPherson “Ticiba ir darbibas vards” $12.-
Pravesta Colvin MacPherson “Dzivibas Maize.” $8.-

Draudzes macitajs

Colvin S. MacPherson

Pienem draudzes loceklus draudzes
kanceleja pirms un péc dievkalpojumiem.
Citas reizes, ieskaitot vakarus, péc
vienoSanas.

Draudzes kancelejas telefons

(02) 9746 1934 Fakss (02) 9764 3318
Adrese 30 Bridge Road, HOMEBUSH, 2140
Draudzes E-pasts
sidlatvdraudze@ozemail.com.au
Draudzes timekla adrese:
www.sydneylatvianchurch.org.au
Draudzes macitaja majas adrese

9 Beaumaris St, Enfield, 2136

Telefons (02) 97153424

Mobilais telefons 0412 024 476

E-pasts colvinmacpherson@gmail.com

Draudzes prieksnieks

Eigits (Goga) Timermanis

271 Hudson Pde, Clareville, 2107
Majas tel. 99182306

Mobilais 0414 479 001

E-pasts timermanis@ozemail.com.au

Damu komitejas priekSniece
Tamara Koskina

69 Wyomee Ave, West Pymble. 2073

Telefons (02) 9449 3716
Mobilais 0421 320 870

E-pasts tamarakosk@iinet.net.au
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